Case report An 80-year-old man presented with a 1 week history of redness and discharge 11 weeks after an uncomplicated left extracapsular lens extraction and posterior chamber lens implantation.
On examination there was evidence of posterior blepharitis, with 
More recently Ashkenazi et al recommended the use of yellow mercuric oxide applied four times daily for 14 days.8 All of these methods are effective; however each has its drawbacks. Physostigmine 0-25% ointment is no longer commercially available while mercuric oxide requires a 2 week course of treatment.
Malathion (diethyl 2-(dimethoxyphosphinothioylthio)succinate) is an organophosphorus anticholinesterase pesticide that has been widely used in the treatment of pediculosis and scabies as well as in veterinary medicine, agriculture, and horticulture.9 There are two formulations of malathion -05% in alcohol and 1% aqueous shampoo. Malathion is more effective in an alcohol based preparation but this cannot be safely applied to the eyelids. The shampoo is marginally less effective but avoids the side effects of the alcohol base. A review of the literature revealed that the use of aqueous 1% malathion shampoo in the manner described was first advocated by Burns.'" However, we believe that this is the first case report of successful treatment using aqueous 1% malathion in phthiriasis palpebrarum. It has an advantage over many of the other forms of treatment of lice in that it is both pediculocidal and ovicidal" so that one or, at most, two applications should suffice. In addition, other than mild irritation that can occur when any shampoo enters the conjunctival sac there have been no reports of ocular toxicity from malathion when used in this way. We believe that 1% aqueous malathion is a safe, simple, and effective treatment for Phthirus pubis infestation of the eyelids and would recommend it as a primary treatment for this condition.
